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ABOVE THE LINE

The ‘Rain’ maker

HAME: Milcho Maschevaki
DESERIFTINN: Falkan beatnik whose first film is the talk of ¥ endee,
WHAT THET'RE SAVING: Helivesin Mew York, works in London, shoots in Matsbania;
mext stop, Hollywood?
By MAXALEXANDER

Cuuemlin Taramting wanis
£ B L1 5. distribe want ko
By ik, Wienioe Bewed §, and
E Toromto swaits . “Eefore
i Fals™ i not your Everage
Mupcedonian-English-
Fremch co-prodisction, But
then, Milcho Mancheveki
not your sversge Mace
dominn direcior,

(n the selebrity scale here ot the Venboe
"estival, hlanchevaki fxlls rather far

pien vl war that barely rates om0 U
Mow York Times: The crsel batwien
Chyristfan sl Muzslim in the

tive has Bved In Hew York's Exst Village for
almicat 10 yomre. The second is that he is al-
resdy & woll-known direetor of sbick musicvid.
eos ard TV commercials — that is, when be's

gurded kis commercis]l esreer a8 sn end in
iteeld.
=blusicvideos Leach you the discipline of pro-
thsetion — how to got & lob doss in & short
time,” he saye. “It's an exercise, like pampleg

o, When IE eame time to create real charse-
ters for & feature film, Manchovald axys “that
was the easy part. | consider masell first a
writir, and it what ve been waiting todo for
10 years.™
Munchevaki grew apin n middle-class Guily
in Bleogrje, the capital of Masndonla, bt he was
et dheatined for n normmal Macodonisn e, “m
n city ral,” ke saye =1 was reading Ameriesn

eombe books at 3™ Hoal bis mother, a
doctor, snd his , un enginesr, disd of
illmesses by the time ke was 14 He finlshed

high szhool usder the care of wnsunt and won s
seholarship to study flm ot Boathern [iincs
Uledversity.

Returning to Skopje afier gradostion in
12 Mamchoveld endered fhe Massdonian
equivalest of development hell, His nitial

e *Thit Wild Onie” meets Masedonss,

s ha deseribes it — was putt into tursaroand

W“m ‘ollpagues” ¥ — the

fillerimakers — “comvinosd tha -

ticians not 1o fund my fil=m" he says. =1 was
wihermred as wn upetart.”

In 1965 Manchevaki moved to New Yeork,
whvere be Iabored w5 oourd intérpreter whils
hasAng out ireateents. His broak came wha
e et 3 seven-minsbe prome for s (Sm he was
pitehing to now-defanct Vestron. The fm was
never made, bul the promo, which included &
ke TV comemercial, casght the iy of & oom-
mercal prodociion company; Manchevsid's
eommeereinal career was ofland rannissg.

The direetor says the story in “Before the
Sherfe: mhich I being draen in he i

' L

wars Lo the north in Serks-Creatia, “1've spent
mast of my life not sides,” e sy, Bat
‘Wealerniors — and B imeludes himseld in that
gromp — are just starting Lo realise that the
troibles in Eastern Europe are not so re-
ey
sphire, It
mm?rﬁm.iﬁdihmh'lﬁwhunm
mdlea neross the Adristic from the tirbiilsnt
Bialksns,

Marcheveld, who has a girlfriend in New
York, has pot boen homse in & year and o half
Iseommae the Blm was based in London,

Mow Manchevski seems resdy for Hol-
byweond, which has embraced European com-
mercial directors such as Ridley and Tony
mﬂqﬂﬂlﬁﬂr I:,!l“;!nl.1-|1-04'|‘I.$
dh-[nm'nmﬂdwﬁlllhu“;l
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MANCHEVSKI ‘DUST’ FLIES

Pic inaugurates Miramax-Redford co. alliance

ByGREGEVANS

MEW YORK = Helbmer Mil-
cha Mancheviki will direct the
first fillm produced ander the alli-
arce between Mirsmax Films snd
Robert Redfond's South Fork Pac-
fures. "' Dust™ will be prodisced
by Feedford and South Fork presi-
dent Michse] Noxik.

Manchevski is best known for
his Oscar-nominsied film **Be-
fiore the Rain,™ bul his profile has
climbed even higher since the da-
rector has been linked will two
high-gloss projects: Warner
Eiros. " Jemes Dean biopic and Ca-
larritia Pietures’ Birad Pin project
called * The Devil s Orwm,™

Manchevaka sasd Mosday, " Ag
this podnt I"mworking onall three
{ progects) at the same time,"* and
il ome that's ready first™ will
ks first up. Industry bozz has the
director still talking money with
Warmner Bros, and Cohambia,

Somrces said Tommy Lee
Jones and Ralph Fiennes are m
the top of the *'Duwt™ produocers’
wish list. No casting has been an-

Wozik said the budget for
**Drust”" will be **in the nesghbsar-
head™” of §200 million. Manchev-

ty malbion dollars, at lea=,"" 1he
disecior said

Dezenbed by Mirammnax as 8
**hallucinogenic epic Westen,™
"Dt lasnches Redford's new
South Fork banmer. The praject is
an offshodt of the two=year first-
Isok deal, ansounced last wimler,
between  Fadford™s  Wildwood
Emil and Mirsmax owner
the Walt Disney Co. South Fark
i# a subsidaary of Wildwood,

South Fork is expected to focus
on filoas in the 8 million o $15
millan bodget level, but **Duast™

carries a higher prce g, at least

in part becamse misch of the film |

will b shed on bocation in Tarkey,
Menchevski,

scTipd just that day, described he
filen a8 * 1w differest halves of a

| story.”" Ome plotlime, set in turmn-

ski’s estimate was higher: ““Thar- | of-the-cenbary Turkey, involves

SCREENDAILY

Manchevski plans fake documentary

who said Mon: |
day he had finished pesming the |

I

two Texas brothers on opposiic
sides of the law, bounty hunting,
gold and blood loyalty. Oiher
plot, set in contemnporary Mew
York, has a 90-year-old woman
tusming the iables on & burglar,

| Film jumps between the inter-

relwied siorylines,

Mimamax co-charman Harey
Weinsizin and exec VP of acqui-
smions Tony Safford negotinted
e **Dhest™ deal with Masthev-
iki“s agent, Rohen Mewman of
ICM; mormey Bamy Tyermas
repped South Fork

Weinstein sid in & statement
that ““Dhast™ b5 ““cxacily the type
of praject and Milcho exactly the
kind of director we hoped would
bz tvodved weith South Fork. ™

Redford called Manchevska
**an extracedanarily exlenied film-
maker witha umiqse vision."*

Mk said South Fork hopes to
begin production ia the fsll, al-
though Manchevaki said fall pre-
prodasction is likely, "1 like doing
& |of ol homewssk,"" tbe direcior
snid, “"so | dom't want i nash
thangs.™

Manchevski's “"Before the
Rain"" was nominsted for a besi
foreigne-language film Cscar, and
wil, among other fest prizes, the
Venice Film Festival's Golden
Lice Award for best film

|8 Felrany, 11 | By Martin Blangy
mmwmmmmﬂm.

Mikcho Manchevaki, whise Mabtiers [ M) s in Berin’s Panomma, is planning a fake documentary Sunshing
as s et peoject,

"I books ke b coc, smeds and moves B one, Bul B8 ece of fcion,” Manchevies] tokd Soreen, "I i aboil
i ghaisrabc guy for whom reality ks an undefined concent.”

Fie: aded Ehal B woasd like Chis chaeadier stady bo be shot ina oty in Wester Europe rather an i the US
o Haceoonia, sithorgh bt hars nod decided whether to shoot in English o amsihers Eurapean langusge.
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1 sabd, “He win very angry belore., win © hel

W~ he hrother-in- Lrw sisd, “he win aogry Belong. heow Ser's very angry

fielbere Bumparian Ancy Vaina a1 Caaszgs todd Arnokd Rakin thay be woets

ke the mrvie on & Sue msllion :-.\.lg\.‘:- oyl wisiihd b Sxuooo0—il wr
1= bl i B e saperitin whn would plry hemscbon

Wifna sl B was happy about Sly ssd Whoopi but duappeinted sbeut
pobd srd Brace, (e dida’y mewtaon Brace s Body dooke:

4 rmodd Rilkin, perbusgs lochng 4 lirtle _.u]l:l'- about hi caricd 1Bepadaiions,

senttied Aurady Vajna chit he wouild peraonally S the third veperilat
Vaprs ook Arnedd 4 wosd for it
We had a deil

Wi absn had & go-Tmovee

¢ direcior T wanted b rrake o7 worl wss Yikcho Mlarcheviba. M bad dinegied
vgrinically socksmed Refore the Bavn and done swonse viiually durding MTY
Fertt

The dhofce was fine with Andy Wijna and Midcho saried budgrting the

ESZTERHA

AT wringhag ovie the bodpel with Linergl, MikiEo decadind e (oukdst
ke the mosie on & fio millsn Budget ind wetbalrew
Hi ales withdew because [ woaldn® el Bim deess Whos i the Buns

habii she had weei in Ssiter AeT An |

v soclaimed avleur dinecier,

1

Miibcho wasn't ined 8o apy screer wwhial 1o da

FORMILCHO? Heat's building ona Wamer il br
Bros, remake of ** Dial M for Murder,™ the 1954 SNl oy T 2 A e kY AUETL L Y Do
Alfred Hitchcock suspenser. Dish hears WBand ™
producer Amald Kopelson are sweel on Nicole Kidman
to play the role originated by Grace Kelly, and also on
director Milcho Manchevski, who directed the Oscar-
nominated Macedonia pic **Before the Rain,™
Manchevski, who wrote and will direct ** Dust™ for

Miramax, is also being courted for WE's James Dein i peimon and iilos Forman dined st Civaf's Wednaaday taking the |
bm[?n.' amd 1.5, !'-I:umhallxl ihe ugm-.f._-- SPINOMTID gy vy bacpic . What's Ml Gibrson doing in Branson next Tussday? He's
star Tommy Lee Jones, also produced by Kopelson Bl W R 559 KT L, wh 5% 0or i Live" §Rwi Sem
Neather Kopelson nor Manchevski's ICM rep Robert *Eraflans Giand Palscs themed . Cafal Chanhing el 5o “Top Har
i e C
Newman would comment award from Steve Stver al San Frams “Baach Blanket Babyion™ Sundsy.
T Bood-i-Ea-in s d Fovua's 1 B9 2100 yea . Tha Yaung Musizisns
e ekl s sk = RRialay LillerE C0BecB0N 8 B BavHBoA
i Vom Balkan nach Hollywood AR -
e Tl " rrolany Wk Mare s e vt e Tresaeph e Uvior dem Brgmy” oo Lot s el " ’ .
Ko o gl bl | el e | e sl s ey | o (s s s S, 00 Comirs, Lond Andersan,
X ' et e i S e e e b e bonkghe), Dedanna Lund (wha I8 off i
S DT SUTEEITIE vy Sasscon.. Acks 8 OFwes o
Bow Seturday i T Universsl City Hiton
it hoass RS BN-COMEdy Srcraser fr Ihe

fy g

THET
Bbicha that | wuen't elling him what 10 do 33 e seroeewriier

i b wchat $o g dsd prodiage.

LEONARDO DICAPRIO MEETS il dnpcior MECha Manshivikl (D3 caf-
rasimirted for “Bedlons the Fain™) i oalk th Jaemid Dl Diogs: . Woody

Bt i i Mgl il
e s b e e e e v m b | w A B e S e
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1 World News ByMICHAEL FLEMING

m Endemol Entertainment is
prepanig a public stk offe . « X o .
Amstendam Siock 10 the latest twist to “An Alan Smithee Film,” screenwriter Joe Esz- -

terhas and producer Ben Myron have found a director to cap-
w'sCorlos Barbu an ture  their comedie insider’s look at Hollywood filmmaking:
“ardin's Meul Frank have ac. Milcho Manchevski, a Macedonian living in New York whose debut '™
quired Permy Latino fer 5100 independent feature was as serious as it was acclaimed.

million, Turn to page 15

N T T
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HIMORANDUM
=3 Mgk Manshaveks
bt Faiwmis
Mickaml Mok
RO Bwrt Walkm
RE DT
DATE

May M4

| spaag veil Wils Basr Wegnasday Ha & consadsrng & E17.
L18 mefign oiler dpe fdemalionsl ighis sackadng Wonh Amaics
W shap'd inow oday. | wll call him

| dposp o Josw Badclay whose ufier m this: §14.3 malkon Reeec 6 )
Eecpptabic Evgal i casl. 51248 milion, paas ihe dasons ovar 525
mlan @ any Jepasetr sale. ug 2 0 doied of 31% milan

rm in Washegpsn, DO inday & @ lamidy evant Bol | il oo Zhadkin
in | sugpesl that Machasl and foberi ge I0peitar the CoMp e'spasl
il for dorassls dubmalisn i waekssd 45 thal R stigt & in
wverpbody's asd by Friday attenoes

IS ik, o froen red coBd B you DR B pRCh I, WD 4 makEag
wits iy sl Christra

Bectaled Dol med clad

TSR MR CEELTIT AL IAAT,

Jaly 26, [%%3

Mr. Milchs Maebeviki
VIA FAX = @i-k8p-91-201-411

Doear i,

Thaek youo for e stoalcicly fabslosy flowens. A yeu Bavisg a
religeoes euporhnedT T Tk e EMEnein.

Soom Rl wosld Hke 15 seg you ia Maw Yok reganding THE
ALIEMIST, as wowa o gumiaible.  He's with sevend dogguon

rbeling
‘When do pou Bhick yooll be back b Mew VerkT Hew's e wip
obEmiag whoRgT

Let me hnew. aad Mhasls again,
Baous winkees,

ﬁ&z:;‘¢hﬂaar
Patty TDicirest

FIWiE
ans|

RAVENOUS

FRCM: Milcho Manchewski

TO: Laura Ziskin

We need these solid, great actors to BRING OUT THE HUMOR
and the humanity in this scary and disturbing story.

We have a terrifying,
strange, a
predictable.

way=out film.
whole different wild world.
As Bob Harper said - if it works, it will work

It's exotic,
It's not

on its own merit, not because it is like any other film.
New faces - if they are strong and cool - become hip
on their own merit: like Trainspotting, Reservoir Dogs,

Pulp Fiction, Soul Food...

Following a trend isn’t hip: creating a trend is hip.

206
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iy Blr. Masichiriakd

mmmm;mmmmmqmw
W wonldl ko fod you B eeoodrer iy in the development of the soript.

Iesafly, bl usm bl you wehet atiricts b B this shery, Deifes i & mlh wh ke his
lifie in the westers workd — he wanded 3o find a witwrw bt couldd medisconer e
waseritial tratha in bie B Parnes e Rourd e w il fonow s iribe
wlame teerafits e wis ansthetical 1o gurs. Mos insenstingly. ey no
Wit & voncwpd for war o killing other Femnan beings. Wil Braso fd i
ik wad @ peopke dereid of ol

e

e ofSOIR
T 1_;3:‘-Eﬂr5l'f'l'-|: o

el Exyersbers

i JosT exposiTeR.

Fowler

While Beurs ws Hving with e Pensn, the Mindser of e Insenior (wihe bad
mmm#hﬁ:ﬂﬂummbmhh_

-rm“-ﬂu mm;h—dmﬂ-ﬂuﬁﬂuhw
el bim deed 68 ol costs.

W Thisk this I8 an mErsordinary bivoic story. W wouald koee o wodk with yoi o8
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Cohpnd feBog |
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Emoed o the Boesl By

CaTRES T HEML,

/
4.

>.

B e e

Decembear 11, 1996

Dear Casey and Mare:

Just a note to state the chvious: if we want to try to have BOTTER'S
FIELD finished for an October/Novenber 97 release, we should be in
pro-prodocticn already.

A5 things stand now, and according to a production (and cash flow)
achedule prepared by Bob Colessbury weeks ago, we are three to four
weeke behind Lor a March 10th start date,

It is hagd to aim for delivery four to five weeks earlier than
initially scheduled, while at the same time we keep moving at a pace
slowar than the one inltially scheduled.

Hope this note finds you well,

KWarmest regards,

Hilcho Manchevaki 207



With Kurosawa's Golden Lion

Manchevski and Oscar nominee colleagues Nikita Mihalkov, Ang Lee,
Gérard Corbiau, Tomas Gutiérrez Alea and Juan Carlos Tabio with
Michelangelo Antonioni

CESITETY S— N e e

manr ALREZTaERER
FIGETTINN ERITES

B Ada i Few dil it e
I aes IR

Corgratolations, Hiiess. I enink you shaald pet yoursalf
Lhis WIviel

FRODUCER
T wanged ELIcho Hanchsvsk|l To Sipeok.

FrODIe CHIEY

Ha"& LBt Polésk Wi did thoss Hatallics mgeiao
videos, Tight? Ha's liks Poblerak], sxcept R o&n
worl bE the  BLaLad,

FREECER
Teah, but he's not Pelielh. Ha's TPoR one of thoso
war orims plegss == fSsrbla ar Slo¥akla cr

sosgtEing. Anyway e ooaldn't get himr be was
poamittesd To PFox om Aliem 4.

FTORES CHTREF
e Lirrned down Allen 4. HE didefi Jike the sgripk.

IR e
He rewar 1lked e sEcipt. Ha's Burd-an.

b



FATTY DETROIT & ROBERT HNEWHAN

foddenly the $so0s Of his OrTipe Durer open. In atridan &
Dipcipie. e bap aibrosd grin e kls face. sk -

Stifgaee slaren at ';I.- Lhoredolowly -

sTimcEid T
WBat the fosi An pour eentlber 12, 1933
peoblaat
DRESTPLE
£d,,. Bops you dem'E Bind if r. Milche Manchaviki
1 call you Bl... pEepare Lo ardar Film
ba husiged.
|l Sk
Fturgeis pickil up the phaona. a.i.lunur "
STURSLES
Teacy, el wscurliy up hare
Ll isTaiy . ear Bl
:‘;: E’t::lll]' palls the searetacy's severed hesd oot from Eahind whned phiase (od the Tollostig sircceplass Tod vowr cbmskindren
DRSTFLE i LECH B WOSEERLAND writos by Andrew Bickin Based o (he
tte afrald Tracy will ba sardy Carrodl clmais ALIECE 1Y WONDERLAND 5 aw opm directing
smavallunle for wwhile. sigamem @ Warner flesthors
Brergeis gegs &8 AP ha's galng to vealt. EiMiaR IBEFVER: An open dircciisy maipnmesi si Werser Hrodhcr
res ahowmt the lile od tha FIM Nlossas Chial
"EEL Y Sed. 3 b sbi am preny eactag projecrs sl wwuk] mepd oan pmbesiass
DIEETPLE 4 seciiod 10 iobeieel Warsern. It lools like they wfe poing e muke @
THET T as. ] wiih Toylor Meckioesd s IHYIES ADYORCATE
Tha Dlsoiple Throws Eide the 1,000 posnd marbls takle, eelzmd fack forwnrd b leraring poor fhosghis

sturgeer and JLANS Blm up sguinat the plotors window with coe
hand. Tra whola vindow shedders undir the force.

Sturgass i terrlfisd, and righifully &, . £a II...-..,-._
|
ETUROLEE & u
['m sorry for anythisg 1've --":'I'Il NEw man
[-5-, . ITERNATHR AL CEVATIVE MANALEMENT
olsciFLE

Eichand Toldoss

Infp & littls late for That,
Soe Rrdipois

e
-
£.0

Tha Disglpie ELANS him squiret the window again. The
CEACEA ate a mpldarwed.

i P
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does b Alren.  As ol @ reflecton in the mummar.  The Ahen moves away, amd Ripley 15
now Faeed wiih | - reflection in ihe glass We ¢ i eiber she s relieved
o s g pon e A4 ehe stares al her rellecnon, the Alen leaps back nsl the plass
and scares the guards.  Ripley dossn’t flanch.  The Alien sticks its cnfice 1o the gl
gives Hipdey a vidva-like kiss  Ripley approaches and licks the glass, as if kissing ibe
O lass

{As the waard tnes o vank ber away, she tums 10 him dryly. “Have you heard * Sympathy
for the Deal™ )

6! Laser on, she sbops an Alen from k A puard salely with bher callm | and

pendle sounds. s il ensser for her to ¢ umicate with Aliems than with husmans? s

shee Closer oo bues oF o B

{ Ripley 15 in the Alsen har. Theneasa momen] of alence and expeciabion afber
e Mewhomn comes to this world  Ripley e Mewbom lock at e

Mewhofs [eleEses Che exiends ber hand o the Mewborn, as if 1o woech

resches back H1kent '\-I\.I"-l'.l'll'u AL that meamend, & hun I 10 SFCHTE Dne
y soumnid. amnd thee Mewhom swings arcrind Jamps cn (o o heme, Kills him

ol al an, repailsed Fghts the Newbom. rens

o Like am Adien

4 Keploy oflen squats

B She often dicks her tongee o ({ There is 3 number B 1z
& Niore fea

Rapley 15 unprediciable. Mol your regular bero whose achons you Gan aniecipate, and
who iakes charge fi .'|':I'|:.' For the good (hunsgn ) cause She s divided, andbevalent, ambiguous
| w1 e b i is scany (whes this comes from vour herod  (OF course, she wins il for us by
the e criedals. )

n e refuses § ke g harge ai the beginmin

H She 18 wewii provocabve o a couple ol b OOENE EXDRCIE ol

Perhaps i s, banlbe-changed momenls

{ She shoots the bad scieniisd point hlank

] She gakes CUall "D ovois ke 2ex™  Call s shacked {1he oo-ethisca]

hetween the Alien
temalhzed.  Perhaps adedi ¥ TiEsIE, Wiy Wiy
Wiy 1l | hack LI nd Thie mussic is repeaic while she s recovening from ibe expenence, shl
spibiminally It hard time we Bear il ii's a bii loeder ihis ime we se im the ch e

Cifeerdan O hanls

A The SNewhsm chmics B & LA It cam champe (perhaps even monph’ b and teke Ripiey s
shape.  Only the Mead a0 i3 it (B DA

Thas is hiow - :I'I-\;I they langd on Earh - r|!-\; I“'v\.l_'ul.|'-'::'| MANEDEs 10 fake on H.I|"|_". & sh s

Later of I1"s clinmng to the owside of 1he Betty, badly barm, almost dead.  Eves sad, pleading. “Help

mimature palm-sf me  Please whizpers the new Riples Kall aet  Kall the bich®,” shouts our Ripley, Call &

Cix feel sarmy 1o Kipley s twin, overpower Bipley and 1ake the MNewbom o the bospieal. Do

youi hate voursell dhai moch™™ they ask |E:i_'|||;l\. Unce in ke |'_--..|'-|:,|| the MNewbom Ripley
FEDIVVETR, NeT b BWEL 11 limg with TERTE Thimnk vioai

Li that moment a baby's oy PICECES the mr Tums arcanid SMHE A mMaigrmiTh ward

dozens ol babres  We ve viated the Allens” nedd a couple of hmes, now they are viabing oaers

Ihee Mewbhorn ¢l 24, takes 118 old, monster shape

Ripley hghis the Newhsom, and a bastle ensues.  The mothers duking 18 out,  The baitle

fakes them onlo the hodmial ool Camed away, ey wiestle and they both tall down séveral

flooes.  Call runs over and finds Ripley on the nd, her legs broken.  Mext 1o her, prerced o

the Naepode (2 15-inch-wide bole throwegh the chesth is - ancther Ripley The suirviving Riptey

s savs  Kalled the baich ™

Clomng 15 playing Cod
10, Tommy Lee Lones for the male fead




December 31, 19495

FAX TRANSMESSION TO:

EDBERT MEWMAN » PATTY DETROLT
L]

Froa

HELCHD MARCHEVEK]

Total masber of puges: 10.

{C: Bart Malker, %= Rodgers
{please copy Vocally)

Pear Robart and Pakty:

Arnold Kopelson Productions IMIEMO

Ta: W

Froms  Crostes

Subject & PERFECT MURDER - DAYID « Casting lor M hitgeil T

Duta: 11554
TOP CHNCES:
R P P T ASSRGRING P il Fald 10, THE ALBUA ustl
DESPIRADD Fiorvmrriam, E1TA unddl My, and
ST RV WaTR Thil i FORIND | Trohag
WAMPIRE Erraareas Mg, A4
Wioody Harebibn THE BLINCHASER (W] P, il by T MINGEITING [Rpnra),
LADMNEY TRAIN hen PECPLE WS LARKLY FLYNT
WATUAM BORM KILLERS [
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DEAL M FOR MURDER

A Paw Seript Hotes
Milcho Manchevski
Hovember 30, 1985

These notes should be implemented as surgleal work, rather than major everhaul,
1. The character of Emily should be further deweloped and made more engaging.

She i8 our central character; Teny and David are beautifully ahaped, but
SHE needs something to distinguish her [sore perscnality would be nicel. Why
should we care for har? ([We care for Tony becaise his vicigusness and his smarts
ape contagious; David is a cuddly loocser.)

a. Utilize the turmeil she is going throughs she s cheating on her husband
and = aven worse = falling in love with apother man; yet she's pot ready to leave

Tony.
Does she fesl guilty? Has she felt guilty for mo good reaseh most of hex
1§fe? 1= she a good Cathelle? A lapsed Catholie? Dees she admie It bo herself?
We DO HOT MEED TO JUSTIFY her actions; all we need iz to aympathize with
the secondary feelings stemming from the mess she®s put herself in: guile,
confusicn, attempta to be true to her own feslings, LUAT, love... SHE'S QHLY
HUMAM, after all, and that's why we lowve her,

b. What makkes ber sbare the affalr in che first placs?

Tony is older. He has been a father figure all along (out in Long Island,
we should meet only Emlly*s mether - no peal father in the picture, Emily grew
up without a streng man arsund), but new that she met David her harmones have
gane bananas.

TONY 15 A CONTROL-FRERY. let's see a bit more of that, but let's keep
it subkle. lat's see Emlly laboring under his influsnce. He DDES LOAVE HER, but
his love is batber described as actantive cwmership: Bmlly is his meat valuable
possession, Me would be the most charming fellow arcund - attractive, stropg,
smart, peseriul, selfi-cenfldent, good sense of humor - 4if it weren't for his nesd
to contral chings, And people. Indeed = he WAS that meoat charming fellow around
when she first mer him. But, things have changed. His need to control has geown
gver time, feeding on his financial troubles and on Eaily"s infidelity. He tries
to win Emily back all along. It's net workiog: That L precisely what doives
her away frem him, The more she wanta to get away, the more he uants te céntrsl
her, It becomes avicleus elrcle for Teny. (David, as a contrast, is the oppaslte
= loa=s apd pelaxed. )

Indewd; Tony's reascn for wanting to kill Emily is jealowsy - the money
thing is enly 15% of the caoas.

End, he wancs vo hemiliate heri he wanta her loversoy to kill her HIMSELF.

By forcing David o 4o this, Tony himiliates David as well, This is Tomy's real
revenge: perverse and vicious. Beautifully dope in the scripkt as is.d

c. How atrong is her lust? How good is the sex with Dawvid? Ii's
worth her cisking eternity bm hell for this fantastic moment of prayer.

d. When - after the opening at the Met - Tony wants Lo have sex with Emily,
sh# should definitely concede. She 1s too smart not to think that her refuosal
would give hee away. Tuening him dewn would make her predicament way teo shvious.

However, while having sex with Tony, WE SEE ON HER FACE what's going on in her
head. the is trapped. Her feelings age tiuly mixed - and confused. THIS IS
WHEN WE REALLY 5TART T CARE FOR EMILY.

&, What gives ber the strength to come back after the attesph?

Why does she deserve Eo win? [Does the wisit to her parents' give her new
insight into who she is and what she really wants to do? A sounditrack montage
sequance on Long Isaland deossn't gquite cut the mustard., Emily should realize
at her patents’ that - kammically speaking - the “accident™ was hec God-zent
punishment For her "sins,™ and that she desarves better OHLY IF she comes clean




and if she is true to her feslings. And, she doss vl (All of this is wvery
delicately implied: no swelling music nor sheinks-via-Hirchcoock speeches.)

Inabrief scene at her parents', she talks to her mom apd (more importantliy)
discovers things from her past which help her wake up. A revelation after the
tecrible near-death sxperience. In & wery gqulet, subdued manmer, she decldes
that she iz not guilty for following her feelings. This makes her decide te
confess to Teay. Redemption through cepentance, but ne truspets,

She confessss towards the wery end of the film, She and Tony make up.
She wants po cote clean in front of her husband and = more Spportantly = in feont
of herself. Byadmitting it all, she also wants to win over Tony. Inadvertently,
she is invalidating his reason o kill her. Howewer; he's gone too far and can
not accept her sxtonded hand anymore.

When Tony peetends that he didn't know about David, Emily starts suspecting
him. (She knows for a fact that he did know. )

This 1a the cathactic moment as far as thelr celaclenship ls concecned,
Trust apd betrayal.

2. The sscond half is ahaky, sometises conveluted and thin on character.

It pever lives up to the first half, which is breath-takingly exciting,
witty in the plot and elegantly streamliped.

The film peaks with the discovery of the substitute morderer, and never
ragains its momentum.

The second half - as it standa - fa about:

(1} the dynamics batween Tony and David: and

(£} hew Emily tracka deown Tony.

While the Tony-David relatienship is excellent, Emily sesms oo ba lafe

St
She should unmask Tony as the brain behind the plat based ont
a. evidence:
. she has the key which belongs to the murderer-to-be
O HER OWH KEY CHAIN (make a bigger deal cut of it}
. Tony is geing bankrupk:
+ Mohameed tracks dosm Topy's phone call {aven theough
Tony goes theough majse palna to sonceal the soupes) ;
+ At thk' EEY -dnd she obsecves Tony reaching for the hidden
CT R H
b. her psychological assessment and female intuiticn based on how

Tomy's Behaving and how he"s reacting te her provecations:
.« he pays, "What if there Were not LomSEIoW!®
. she aske him absut his Ffipancial situation, and
he lies that he's £ine;
. Ahe adnies she was having an affair, but Tany pretends ke didn'e

know about ik, even though Emily knows that he
ke

+he Nﬁﬁﬁ“l' WANT HER BACK anymore (new dypamics between
then) .

Deamatic iromy: we watch her as she triea te belleve and to understand
her husband. WE kenow that he is wicked, but she wants te trust Bim and confided
in him, while he is pleccing against her again.

3. The end should be more cathactic.

K cleaner psychological build-up (as seen through Emily"s eyes] leading
to the final show-down ia needed.

Perhaps - for the first time - Emily gathers the courage to stand up to
Teny. She is finally ceady to say no: that's what their battle was all about.

She csuldn't pefuse him when he wanted to hawve sex with her; she couldn't ge
to see David when Teny sucprlaed her and teck her to lunch.

Mow, after a closs brush with death, she starts gathecing courage; zhe
has nothing to laose. MAn indicacion of her new strength sheuld be seen at her
parents' place - after she has faced death - and later when she packs her things
and leaves the penthouse. IE is the completion of her growth that squashes Tany;
his opmasking is only the wmanifestation of Emily's wvictory ower her
hasband/tormentor. She will leave, even if it means killing the charming bastared.



[What is this film ceally about?? Jealousy?, Trust?, SexT, Greed?, Fear?,
Victimization?, Marriage?, Extra-marital affairs?, All of the abowe?Y, Guilk?,
How money can't buy you lowe?

Is it about contzol?l

[The ending itself is a bit teo abrupt. The end just sort of happens upon
Emily: we ses very little in terma of her lnwestigation, and even less in terms
of her developmant. The cise in intensity we ses in the second half has more
£z do with Tony's attempts at aveiding justics, tham with Emily's acruggle to
get the ceal killer.)

4. The danger Lin the second half sholld be clearer. Does Tony skill want teo kill
Emily after the failed attempt? Wouldn't it be too ebvious?

Cnce the murder plan is in action, we should not stop fearing for Emily's
safety until Tony is dead. He could show some genuine sympathy and remorse -
but cnly temporarily - as a red-herring.

GE -— i3 he ready for peace? Is it that her slow but steady investigation
and David's tape FORCE Tony to try killing her? Is it only the fact that he's
toen expoeed (At the very endt that makes him go afver her himaelf? (I doubt
it.]

S. Leok inte eliminating Faguel altogethes, Emily is alone. The scripe will
wark just Fine without Baguel, A= & matver of fact, there will be more suspenss
if we do pob have every step of the way spelled out for us. In any case, Baguel
is a bir vos obylous as the medium for Emily to deliver her this-is-bou=I-feel
monologuas and investigation plans.

6. mce the mucder schemes gons awry, Topy and David are not pals anymore (néves
wepe) . Kill the ferey scepe. The £ilm is not about them - it's about Emily.
Also: once David double-crossed Tony, they are enemies,

The first time after the attempt Tony hears from Dawvld ls on the phone,
as David plays the taps - while Mohazmed is in Topy's office! Milk this.

7. David ahould tey te the very lasc moment to convince Emily te leave Tany.

e is giving her a chance to cheese him ever her husband. If ahe only cheas David,
it would aborc che mucder plan.

8. Kill the fake blackmall (letter-fimperprints, ete.) sub—subplet. Too
confuaing, and not needed, The seript fs teo long as it ls. Concentrate on
miilg;tup:msn of discovering Teny's true colora. [This would also help #2 and
A3 a - F

5, The conflict - the lowve triangle = Ls BEAUTIFULLY set, and right away. HKeep
it fast, clear and explosive., Move swiftly through the UN; no dialogue, and dump
the Ragquel/bus scens,

10, The Tony-David and Tony-Mohammed dialogue is just great. More such dialogue:
aveld f£lat and expoaltery dialogue.

11. It's dumb and naive for Tony to talk aloud about murdering his wife aftec
Watergate, after John Gottd ancd after Stene's Wall Street. “Wanna frisk me?...
You sure?,™ David cockily offers - and Tony BEFUSES. Tony i too self-assured
o his owm good, as we'll leacn later,

12, The pew achievements of technolegy should be incorporated: new ways to trace
a call, to wire a guys new telephones, oell phones, sEc.

13, Bo emphasize specifically why Tony wants to use Emily's key. David should
protest a bit, asking for a duplicate to be made, and Tony should cut him dowm.

14. Develop her theught process once she discovers where the key really came from.
“But, I had a key te his place on my chain, damn Lgi®

15. The skylight morif ia exesllient. Develap it further,

3
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With Ban Ki-moon, UN Secretary General
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| was questioning the very fabric of the film industry - its retiance on manufacturing
obedience to clichés, myths and pre-fabricated pattems of behavior and thénking

| was alue questioning the wisdom of the exdsting potitical world crder: MATO'S and
thee Wiestern infallibality when dealing with the (Batkan) savages.

Laithy, | ran afoul of the film industry herarchy and rejected the autharity of the
pyramid, fighting mary authorities directly.






